Indians Made First Pine Bush Roads,
But Even They Didn’t Like the Section

- When the Dutch settled Albany In 1614 they, like the Indian and ancient man before,
the Indian, used the sand plains of the Pine Bush country as the link bétween.the Hud-
son and Mohawk valleys. The first settlers heard the Indian, when he beached his canoe
af the Hudson shore, utter some kind of doleful sound like “Schenectady.” And when
Dutch traders met the Indian on the banks of the Mohawk, they heard him make the
same almost unpronounceable sound. o twesh  AIBART~ Sn Senghssiads
uSeheneetady,” as the Indianflt crosses under Route 20 and gg’ﬁgﬁm dﬁlza%utimfs Of&ﬁggfﬁt:gg
used the word, was not a p]ace..; joins the Norman's Kill, & strea.t? paralle] to the present Washing-
name, It was an expression which,made  famous in  Longfellow's|y 00 % Cynor S oo e
very freely translated, meapt:|poem, “Song of Hiawatha™ g oS bRt ow She Albany
“Ugh! Now I must walk through| When Van Corlaer made IS counpy ol siraight into the pine
those miserable pine plains.” first journey to the Mohawk, he p,ane This road went around
The history of this expression |traveled across the Pine BUSh,,p4 ¢imetimes over the sand
in the Indian language is even (land, He did not like the countryqynac *denending on the whim or
more Inyolved than it has been at all It was only when he judement of the wagon drivers.
since the Dutch first heard it. reached the fop of the bluffs and Tater stagecoach drivers added to
(The Dutch punned on the sound: looked across the valley that he the confusion of paths by striking
i “Schone-ect-en-dael” — their admitted the land looked good. 'gut over new routes to suit thems-
eXpIEsSion ior “a Dpeauilful sec-. About 20 years later he re- gelyes ‘ '
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https://andyarthur.org/photo-even-the-indians-didnt-like-the-albany-pine-bush.html

