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Looking Out

for Little Elk

Female elk are called ¢
wonderful mothers. When first born, c
Even their camouflaged coats and tiny size

enough to keep them hidden and sa priority is
to protect her little ones from predators like bears or coyotes.

= Protecting calves isn't easy: cows must hide
their babies by keeping them away from
the herd, returning to feed them a few times
a day. If a predator shows up, the cow
attacks it or leads it away from
 the calf, Even more impressive,
cows keep predators from
smelling and tracking their
calves by gobbling up
their babies’ poop!

it mar hard work being an for elk calves.
but o
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Summer Sitters

Eik calves are born in spring. If they survive until

summsr, thay're big and strong enough 1o join
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When 10 Look ror CALVES

Calves are born in the spring, but
hecause mothers carcfully hide them,
they may be hard to spot

By summer, look for calves in groups
guarded by a ungle cow. Grazing areas

are a place w watch.
Playing during the summaer strengthans growing

In fall, you may be able to spot a

bodies and teaches calves the ways of being an eik group of cows and calves together.

In winter, when food 1 scarce and

weather severe, you may discover

razing on shrubs
under the cover of trees.

cows and cal

the herd. During the summer, calves hang out

together in groups, guarded by one cow “babysitter.”

= pennsylvania



https://andyarthur.org/photo-keeping-an-eye-out.html

